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A new species of Pseudacteon Coquillett (Diptera, Phoridae) and a new key to 
the European species 

R. Henry L. DISNEY* and Phil WITHERS** 

*Department of Zoology, University of Cambridge, Downing, Street, Cambridge CB2 3EJ, UK, 
e-mail: rhld2@hermes.cam.ac.uk 

** 40 Montee du Cimitiere, Sainte Euphémie, 01600, FRANCE. Email: phil.withers@wanadoo.fr 

Abstract: The distinction between Pseudacteon fennicus Schmitz 1927 and P. lundbecki Schmitz 1924 is clarified, and 
a neotype designated for the latter species. Following this P. lusitanus Schmitz 1938 is synonymised with P. fennicus. 
P. charnayensis n. sp. is described from France. A revised key to the European species of Pseudacteon is provided. 
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Temnothorax affinis (Mayr) (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) – not extinct  
in Poland  

Hanna BABIK, Wiesława CZECHOWSKA and Wojciech CZECHOWSKI 

Museum and Institute of Zoology PAS, Laboratory of Social and Myrmecophilous Insects, Wilcza 64, 
 00-679 Warszawa, Poland; e-mails: hbabik@miiz.waw.pl, wczechowska@miiz.waw.pl, wcz@miiz.waw.pl 

Abstract: A new locality of Temnothorax affinis (Mayr), a Euro-Caucasian xerothermophilous dendrobiotic ant 
species rare in Central Europe, is reported from Poland; until recently it was regarded as probably extinct in Poland. 
Single workers were collected from an oak trunk of an old oak in the Cedynia Landscape Park (Pomeranian Lake 
District, north-western Poland). This locality is one of northernmost known sites of T. affinis. 
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The first records of Lordithon bimaculatus (Schrank, 1798) 
(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae) from Poland 

Andrzej MAZUR* and Michael SCHÜLKE** 

*Poznań University of Life Sciences, Department of Forest Entomology, Wojska Polskiego 71c, 60-625 Poznań, 
Poland; e-mail: andrzejm@up.poznan.pl 

**Rue Ambroise Paré 11, D-13405 Berlin, Germany; e-mail: mschuelke.berlin@t-online.de 

Abstract: The first records of Lordithon bimaculatus (Schrank, 1798) from Poland are presented. Until 2000 this 
species was not distinguished from Lordithon trinotatus (Er., 1839). It was collected in the Karkonosze Mountains, in 
the Bialskie Mountains, as well as in the foothills of the Sudety Mountains, in subalpine spruce forests and in colline 
and montane mixed forests. 

Key words: Lordithon bimaculatus, Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, faunistic, Poland, Sudety Mountains 
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Scheloribates distinctus Mihelčič, 1964 – a species of mite (Acari: Oribatida) 
new to fauna of Poland and new records of three rare species 

Grzegorz GRYZIAK 

Centre for Ecological Research PAS, Konopnickiej 1, 05-092 Łomianki, Poland; e-mail: ggryziak@cbe-pan.pl 

Abstract: A new to fauna of Poland oribatid mite species (Scheloribates distinctus) and new localities of three rare 
species (Protoribates pannonicus, Punctoribates ghilarovi, Oppia nitens) are recorded from old compost heap in 
Łomianki near Warsaw, Mazovia Region, Poland. 

Key words: Scheloribates distinctus, Oppia nitens, Protoribates pannonicus, Punctoribates ghilarovi, new record, 
oribatid mites 
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On the expansion and occurrence of an invasive species - Pseudorasbora parva 
(Temminck et Schlegel, 1846) (Teleostei: Cyprinidae: Gobioninae)  

 in Poland 

Andrzej WITKOWSKI 

Museum of Natural History, Wrocław University, Sienkiewicza 21, 50-335 Wrocław, Poland; e-mail: 
a.witkowski@biol.uni.wroc.pl 

Abstract: The topmouth gudgeon, Pseudorasbora parva, originating from eastern Asia, was accidentally introduced in 
European waters (1961) with stocking material of imported herbivorous fishes. In Poland it was first recorded in 1990 
in the Barycz R. system – Fish Farm Stawno (SW, Poland); it probably came from Hungary with imported fry of 
Aristichthys nobilis. It was presumably from that region of Poland that it spread to other fish farms and then rapidly 
penetrated into rivers and other water bodies. At present 51 localities are known, mainly in the lowlands of Poland. The 
species still shows an expansion tendency which is favoured by stocking open waters with material containing an 
admixture of the topmouth gudgeon, using it as a bait-fish and by some aspects of its biology and ecology. 

Key words: Cyprinidae, Pseudorasbora parva, accidental introduction, expansion, Poland 
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Amphibians in the Wawer district of the Warsaw agglomeration 

Joanna MAZGAJSKA 

Society for the Protection of Amphibians and Reptiles “Tryton”, Wiolinowa 7 m 8, 02-785 Warszawa; 
 e-mail: j.mazgajska@fotografie.waw.pl 

Abstract: Studies on amphibians of permanent water bodies and marshes in the Wawer district of Warsaw were 
carried out in the spring of 2007. This terrain is situated on the right bank of the Vistula River, and is one of the least 
urbanized areas of the city. In this study, species composition, frequency of occurrence and number of individuals on 
breeding sites were determined. Surprisingly, only six amphibian species were found, which was two times lower than 
found during previous research in the left bank area of Warsaw. The most common species occurring in Wawer were: 
moor frog (Rana arvalis) and common toad (Bufo bufo). Only 69.2 % of permanent water bodies were inhabited by 
any amphibian species. To enable future comparative studies to be made on the impact of urban development and 
increased human activity on local amphibian populations, the precise locality of breeding sites were provided. 

Key words: amphibians, urbanization, Warsaw, common toad, moor frog, common frog, declining of amphibians, 
habitat preferences 
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Shrews Soricidae of the Silesian Beskid Mountains 

Robert W. MYSŁAJEK*, Sabina NOWAK* and Korneliusz KUREK** 

*Association for Nature “Wolf”, Twardorzeczka 229, 34-324 Lipowa, Poland; e-mail: rwm@autograf.pl 
**Faculty of Biology, University of Warsaw, Miecznikowa 1, 02-096 Warszawa, Poland; 

 e-mail: kornel.kurek@biol.uw.edu.pl, 

Abstract: During a study conducted in 2002–2008 the following 6 species of shrews were recorded in the Silesian 
Beskid Mts. (Western Carpathians, S Poland): Sorex araneus, S. minutus, S. alpinus, Neomys fodiens, N. anomalus and 
Crocidura suaveolens. The most widespread was S. araneus (63.4% of locations), followed by S. alpinus (13.4%), S. 
minutus (12.2%), N. fodiens (7.3%), N. anomalus (2.4%) and C. suaveolens (1.2%). Among dead shrews (n=47) S. 
araneus comprised 56.6%, S. minutus 21.7%, S. alpinus 10.9%, C. suaveolens 4.3%, N. anomalus 4.3% and N. fodiens 
2.2%. During capture with live traps only S. araneus was recorded, constituting 2.5% of all small mammals captured. 
It was most frequently caught in deforested areas. 

Key words: shrew fauna, Carpathians, mountains 
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Vertebrates in the diet of the tawny owl Strix aluco in northern Podlasie 
(NE Poland) – comparison of forest and rural habitats 

Grzegorz LESIŃSKI*,  Grzegorz BŁACHOWSKI** and Marcin SIUCHNO*** 

* Department of Functional Food and Commodity, Warsaw University of Life Sciences – SGGW, 
Nowoursynowska 159 C, 02-776 Warsaw, Poland; e-mail: glesinski@wp.pl 

**Polish Ranger Association, Tropinka 59, 17-230 Białowieża, Poland; e-mail: gblachowski@wp.pl 
***Augustowska 14, 19-101 Mońki, Poland; e-mail: marcinsiuchno@wp.pl 

Abstract: Tawny owls’ pellets were collected in north-eastern Poland at eight sites situated in forests or at forest edges 
and four sites in agricultural landscapes. In total, 2046 vertebrate prey items were found, including 1459 at the forest 
sites and 587 at the rural sites. The types of prey most commonly captured by forest owls were amphibians (25.7%) 
and Myodes glareolus (14.6%), while rural owls preferred amphibians (17.7%), birds (17.4%) and Mus musculus 
(16.2%). Comparisons of proportions of selected prey taken by tawny owls made between forest and rural habitats 
revealed that the capture frequencies of insectivores, M. musculus, Apodemus agrarius and birds are the best indicators 
of anthropogenic changes in tawny owls’ habitats. 

Key words: tawny owls, diet plasticity, forest, agricultural landscape, central Europe 
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